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guards occupied  the  approaches to  St. Peter's; and
as the clergy and people came in solemn pro-

cession, with their crosses borne before them, Bome.n
and chanting their sad litanies, the crosses March, 864.
and banners were thrown down, trampled on, and
broken ; the clergy, maltreated, beaten, hardly escaped
with their lives. Even the great crucifix, the offering.
it was believed, of the Empress Helena, which contained
a portion of the true cross, was broken to pieces, and
dashed into the mire. Some pious Englishmen col-
lected the fragments with reverential care. The Pope
heard that measures were in agitation to seize his per-
son. He hastily crossed the Tiber in a boat, found his
way into the church of St. Peter, and passed two days
and nights without food. Heaven, in the mean time,
appeared to declare in favour of the defenceless Pontiff.
The man who had broken the great cross suddenly fell
dead. The Emperor was seized with a fever. In the
agony of his terror he sent the Empress to implore the
mercy of the Pope. A female ambassador, under such
circumstances, was not likely to be difficult as to the
terms of reconciliation. Louis at once abandoned the
cause of the bishops. Deserted by all, they retired in
disgrace to France. There they still supposed them-
selves secure in their own power, and in the support of
King Lothair. Before they left Eome they published
an appeal to all Christian bishops. They complained, in
the language of defiance, of the insolent injustice of the
Pope. He had decoyed them to Eome ; he had closed the
gates on them as on robbers, ignominiously arrested them,1

* They describe their arrest : "Ibique ! mere, inter tantos violenter st\duisti

obseratis ostiis, oonspiratione more
latrocinali facta, et ex clericis et laicis
tiii-ba collecta et permixta, nos oppri-

tuo solius arbitrio ex tyrannicc
furore damnare nosmet voluisti.*'